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Run ve to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 


. the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
wudginent, that seeketh the truth. —Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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MODERN MISSIONS. 
[Concluded from page 108. } 

Seeing therefore that the human 
means resorted to by missionary insti- 
tutions can never accomplish the end 
which they hold out to view. because 
in direct opposition to the means which 
God hath chosen for the accomplish- 
ment of his will, and seeing that they 
will enable men who take upon them- 
selves the name of ministers of Christ, 
to lord it over God’s heritage, by pla- 
cing in their hands money over which 
the contributors can have no contro]|— 
We ask what evil could possibly re- 
sult from the overthrow of these institu- 
tions? Would faithful ministers whom 
God hath chosen and sent to preach the 
gospel, be prevented thereby from min- 
istering? Or is God dependant on 
wrong means to supply the necessary 
wants of his ministers? Certainly not. 
The faithful minister of the gospel, ful- 
ly satisfied concerning the commission 
which he hath received from God, like 
St. Paul, “confers not with flesh and 
blood.”” He remembers, and he be- 
lieves what is written. Matt. vi. 30, 
31,32. Wherefore, if God so clothe 
the grass of the field, which to day is, 
and to-morrow is cast into tle oven, 
shall he not much more clothe you, 
0 ye of little faith? Therefore take 
no thought, saying, what shall we eat? 
or, what shall we drink? or, where- 
withal shall we be clothed? (for after 
all these things do the Gentiles seek) 
for your heavenly Father knoweth that 
ye have need of all these things.” 
His confidence rests not in monied in- 
stitutions (on which uncertainty may 
be inscribed) for his support, but in 
the word of God which abideth for 
ever. And here we may assert with- 
cut fear of successful contradiction. 

Vou. IX q 








that whatever good is at present, or 
ever has been effected by missionary 
effort, it can invariably be traced, un- 
der divine influence, to the sincerity 
and zeal of faithful ministers, and not 
to the institutions with which they are, 
or may have been connected; and 
hence we perceive the absolute im- 
portance of distinguishing between in- 
stitutions and individuals. 

But, says an objector,—If we over- 
throw missionary institutions we must 
expect God to support his ministers 
by miracle, and miracle working times 
have gone by? We ask, why draw this 
conclusion? Are there no other human 
means within the vast range of creation, 
than monied institutions (over which 
ministers themselves have controi) 
which God can employ to supply the 
necessities of his ministering servants ? 
is there any ¢hing unreasonable in be- 
lieving that the hearts of all men are 
in the hand of God, and that if God 
hath called and sent forth men to 
preach the truth, that he will own and 


cive effect to that truth? And is it un- ° 


reasonable to believe, when the heart, 
(say of a poor Indian) is affected by 
that truth, that he will, according to 
his ability, administer to the temporal 
wants of the messenger of that truth 
which affected his heart? Surely there 
is nothing unreasonable in all this, and 
thus we perceive that God can and 
does employ human means entirely 
distinct from institutions established 
for the purposes of temporal security, 
and under the contre! of those who 
are themselves to derive all the tempo- 
ral advantage therefrom. 

If therefore the overthrow of these 
institutions will not prevent faithful 
ministers whom God hath called into 
his vinevard from labouring therein: 
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nor leave us to expect miracles to be 
resorted to for their support, what evil 
could possibly result from their over- 
throw? We answer, none. It would 
be the most effectual means of keep- 
ing out of the ministry, men whose 
ministry is made to depend on their 
hire, and are therefore justly termed 
hirelings, and it would remove from 


the sincere minister the temptation of 


filthy lucre,’’ and as to his support, 
heaven and earth shall pass away be- 
fore his promise shall fail, .at whose 
control are the cattle on a thousand 
hills, with the earth and the fulness 
thereof. A Mernopisr. 


[From the New York Telescope. ] 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIEST- 
HOOD. 


Mr. Editor—As you are laudably 
engaged in endeavouring to remove 
the scales which ignorance anc super- 
stition have fixed wpon the eyes of ma- 
ny people, and which the Priests have 
by their craft glued still tighter, per- 
mit me through the medium of your 
paper to express my opinion also. 

The third chapter of Micah was un- 
doubtedly penned for the use of such 
agents, and also to give the people 


knowledge of the true character of 


such as would be heads and priests 
over them. The whole of the chap- 
ter is particularly instructive, but es- 
pecially the last three verses. ‘* They 
build up Zion with blood, and Jerusa- 
lem with iniquity. 
judge for reward, and the priests there- 
o{teach for hire, and the prophets there- 
of divine for money; yet will they lean 
upon the Lord, and say, is not the Lord 
among us? none evil can come upon 
us. Therefore shail Zion for your 
sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusa- 
lem shall become heaps, and the moun- 


tain of the house as the high place of 


the forests.”’ Who is there that can- 


not see in this mirror of God’s word 
the true likeness and accurate charac- 
ter of Ministers and other officers of 
‘he Christian Church. and learn their 
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own destiny as well as that of the Jew, 
to whom this communication was fires 
made? Hear yé, the opinion of the 
master of all assemblies for religions 
worship, even the Lord of Hosts, who 
is omniscient, and who cannot be by;. 
bed neither with costly decorations of 
churches, nor with flowery speceties 
or sermons admired by men; neithe, 
with liberal contributions, or salaries. 
Missionary hire, Bible, Tract, Educa. 
tion, and Sunday School Union soci. 


ities, &c. &e. all of which make » 


show of will worship; and have thei; 
reward in the votes of public thanks 
expressed at their annual meetings. 
Hear ye then ye deaf that ye may un. 
derstand, and hook ye blind that ye 
may see. ‘ Who is blind but my ser. 
vant (saith the Lord) or deaf as my 
messenger, that I sent? who is blind 
as he that is perfect [in his own esti 
mation] and blind as the Lord’s mes- 
senger!’? ‘The commandment, em- 
bracing the opinion of the Master 
and head of the Church is in these 
words, “ My son give me thine heart. 
and let thine eyes observe my ways.” 
The sum and substance of all religion 
is the grace of God implanted in the 
heart, whereby its aflections are regu: 
lated, the native darkness expelled. 
the light of life enkindled in its place, 
and working by love, purifies the soul. 
Such cannot fail to produce good 
works, which will show themselves in 
love to the brethren of Christ, of every 
name; it matters not to what family o1 
sect they belong, while false religion 
zealously maintained by sectarians. 
under various pretensions of greater 
sanctity, only bewilders, and hardens 
the heart against true gospel faith— 
assertions of orthodoxy, and the g1v- 
ing of assent to creeds, and pleadings 
for a greater sanctity of the Sabbath. 
and long prayers, and many meetings. 
and great stirs about religion notwith- 
standing. These outward forms ane 
ceremonies among men are nothing 
more nor less, than the idols of the 
Heathen which are to be eventual; 
given to the moles and to the bats. 
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For the Reformer. 


CLERICAL POWER. 

I have seen Dr. Ely’s productions 
and your remarks on them. ° Sir, you 
must remember the Presbyterian cler- 
vy cluim the prerogative of being a 
earned body. However, they are 
really different from the clergy thirty 
years past, before they attempted to 
spstit the Calvinistic sentiments into the 
pupils, without their being sensible of 
i They have now science enough 
about them, to be subtle, or make nice 
distinctions; especially when they are 
attacked. 

Dr. Ely demies that either he or to 
his knowledge any of his brethren de- 
sire that church and state should be 
united; that 1s, by a statute law. 
subtilty of the denial depends on this; 
they make a distinction between an act 
of the civil government and their over- 
whelming influence over the minds of 
the populace. If you will reflect one 
moment you will see there is a very 
essential difference. An act of gov- 
ernment binds the people to a strict 
observance of the act: an overwhelm- 
ing influence knows no law. 

Suffer me to illustrate this difference 
by past examples—England has a sys- 
tem of religion established by law—no 
one, from the king to the peasant, can 
vary from it in the least. Spain, on 
the other hand, has had an Inquisition 
for centuries, but there was no act of 
the government by which it was ac- 
knowledged. The people in power 
patronized this invention of the priest- 
hood at first, from principles of policy; 
at length, the institution commanded 
such an influence over the minds of the 
populace that even the original patrons 
were obliged obsequiously to bow to 
this fondling of their patronage. Af- 
ter this institution had commanded this 
ascendency over the public mind, the 
priests disregarded either the mandates 
of the king or his servants. Hence the 
priests could do as they pleased—they 
could pull down or build up—they 
could punish or set free. Tlie enor- 








tution has in part been revealed.— 
Whenever the king attempted to meli- 
orate the condition of those within this 
hell on earth, he soon found he wanted 
power, and sometimes was necessiated 
to make concessions for his interfer- 
ence. This is the difference between 
a religion established by law and a re- 
ligion established by an overwhelming 
influence. ‘This latter system is the 
favorite of the Presbyterian clergy. 
For thirty years, | have more or less 
been admitted into the councils of the 
Presbyterians, as you well know.— 
Whenever [ have heard this question 
of controlling the literary institutions 


‘of our couniry, of bringing forward 
|young men who were Calvinistic and 
The || 


keepiag others ** on the back ground’”’ 
—whenever I have heard them speak 
of their influence over the people and 
the favorable advantages they should 
enjoy in this attainment, | never but 


once heard the proposition advanced to 
‘unite church and state, and then only 


by one individual. ‘They have always 
considered it much more to their ad- 
vantage to govern the people by their 
influence, like the clergy in Spain. 1 
have heard them speak of their influ- 
ence over the civil concerns of our 
country, when they had acquired this 
influence. I have heard a relation of 
a clergyman, whom I knew, who had a 
student under his care; this student 
once called in question one of the arti- 
cles of their creed; the clergyman told 
him if he doubted any article they 
should serve him as they had Mr. 
(a clergyman, whom they had the ad- 
dress to drive from the ministry.) I was 
in one of the first councils when the sys- 
tem of begging money from the people 
for missionary purposes was agitated. 
It was stated that the people would soon 
become familiar with it, if it was stead- 
ily pursued; that the novelty of it, like 
their other calculations, would at first 
meet with some opposition, but in all 
cases they must never relinquish their 
object; they must manage with pru- 
dence, and in time they would effect 











mity of crimes committed in this insti- 


every purpose. This was the case, 
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when Gov. Clinton published Redjrality prevail until such men assum, 


Jacket’s letter; they thought it would 
be ‘best to publish a threat. This 
might have an influence over him. 
When they failed in palming on the 
people of New York their pious ro- 
mances as common school books, they 
would not give up their object; they 
attempted it in Pennsylvamia on a 
surer principle. Their failure in these 
states thus far, will not prevent them 
from steadily pursuing it with pru- 
dence. They are determined to ob- 
tain the Spanish influence over the 
people. Whenever they make an ad- 
vance, and are repelled, they will deny 
the most rational conclusions which 
you may draw, and shelter their con- 
aciences under some nice distinctions 
which they have in reserve. CyRIL. 


THE MASK OFF. 

{FROM THE NEW YORK OBSERVER. | 
A Neetrecrep Dury.— There is one 
duty which bas been strangely neglect- 
ed by Christians and other friends of 
good morals in this city. We mean 
the duty of voting at elections. So far 
as we know, there is a large part of 
this class of men who never go near 
the ballot-box; and the consequence 
is, that our officers are voted in and 
out by a set of men who are miserable 
guardians of the public morals. It so 
happens, indeed, that oflicers are often 
elected who are altogether worthy of 
their stations, and such as the sober 
part of the community would approve. 
But even then there is a great deal lost 
to virtue; for it cannot be expected 
that such men will act with that deci- 
sion in favor of good morals, as if they 
knew they were sustained, and would 
be sustained by a host of sober, intelli- 
gent, reflecting men. We shall have 

more to say on this subject hereafter. 
[Continuation by the Editor of the N. York 

Telescope. | 

Now, to be plain and honest, we do 
aver that there ought to be a “ Chris- 
tian party’? in politics, who ought to 
govern every election in the country ; 
nor shall we ever see religion and mo- 








association has recently been formed 


the reins of government as first esta). 
lished the New-England colonies; anq 
we are resolved by the help of God, ty, 
establish over these lands the same 
class of people. They were good 
** sound Presbyterians,”’ religiously ad. 
hering to good order, morals, and the 
strict observance of the “ Lord’s Day,” 
now so profaned by infidels. We have 
slept long enough; let us rouse from 
our lethargy and step forward like mey 
and Christians and vote for our own 
men only: for we are convinced that 
we shall never accomplish our objects 
without it. Except we have power to 
punish Sabbath-breakers, how can we 
compel people to keep the Sabbath 
day? Besides, we want the law in our 
favour, to crush those heretical publi- 
cations which oppose us. Yes, this 
land will never become Christian, un- 
til we can prevent wicked and irreli 
gious men from being elected. Every 
ruler should be a Christian, and then 
we could make sound and wholesome 
laws, such as would crush these here 
tics and infidels. 

Our friend Dr. Ely, of Philadelphia. 
has come out boldly, and made known 
his views; let us do the same; there is 
no use of keeping back any longer: 
while the children of Satan grow bold 
in his service, let us grow bold in the 
cause of our religion. Then we ca!’ 
upon you in the name of ail that is 
dear, to go to the ballot-box, and vote 
only for a ‘*sound Presbyterian. ’— 
Let us no longer neglect our duty: 
Awake to action! Let the battle wax 
strong! It isa righteous and holy cause 
that we are contending for. 

Resolved, therefore, that we will, 
within the space of years frou 





‘this time, elect every officer in the 


union, that they may enact such laws 
as shall spread our holy religion throug! 
these United States. 





{From Plain Truth.] 
People of these United States! 
Look to your civil liberties! A larg 
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in New York, called the * General” science and opinion; for all Christians 
Union for promoting the observance | 


of the Sabbath.”’ It is composed of 
clergy and lay-men of high character 
and influence, and of different denomi- 
nations of Christians, but principally of 
Calvinists, from Georgia to Maine.— 
They have formed a constitution, and 
organized themselves into a grand na- 
tional establishment. 

The 6th article of the constitution 
is as follows, viz: * Any person may 
become a member of this ‘ Union’ by 
subscribing the constitution and sign- 
ing the following pledge:”’ “ We whose 
yames are undersigned, do hereby ac- 
knowledge our obligation to keep the 
Sabbath according to the Scriptures, 
and we pledge ourselves to each other, 
and to the Christian public, to refrain 
from all secular employments on that 
dav—from travelling in Steam Boats, 
Stages, Canal Boats, or otherwise, ex- 
cept in cases of necessity or mercy, 
and to aim at discharging the duties of 
that sacred day. And also that we 
will, as circumstances will admit, en- 
courage and give @ preference to those 
lines of conveyance, whose owners do 
not employ them on the Sabbath day.” 
What is to be the end of these things? 
Are we determined to assist in forging 
the chains which are to enslave us, and 
fondly to rush into the arms of the spe- 
clous image whose embrace is death? 

The secret moving spring of all this 
amalgamation of efforts is distinctly 
seen, and its course will be watched 
and arrested with all the means which 
is left us, from this vast monopoly of 
piety and intelligence. 

The public must certainly perceive 
that this proscription does not include 
only the mass of proprietors of steam 
boats, stages, canal boats, &c. &c. 
established for public facility and ac- 
commodation, and for the convenience 
‘oo of these very gentlemen (as it ever 
has and will be found) when interest 
or other motives dictate; but that in 
Proseribing men for pursuing their 
‘awful and laudable callings, they at 





the same time proscribe liberty of con- 








— 


do not think alike in reyard to the Sab- 
bath day. Now let me ask of my fel- 
low citizens, and call upon them to 
think for themselves on this important 
subject, if such a combination, extend- 
ing as this does, over the Union, is left 
to the exercise of a proscriptive power 
over us, while in the pursuit of those 
callings to which this country is very 
largely indebted for its present pros- 
perity—what effect may it not have 
upon our elections, in cases where 
men, eminently qualified for office, 
may not happen to concur in opinion 
with this powerful religious combina- 
tion, of which very striking examples 
may be produced? Does not such a 
combination tend ultimately to the in- 
quiry at the polls as to the religious 
qualifications of the candidates, and 


whether they are strict observers of 


the Sabbath, and will promote the pas- 
sage of laws for compelling the more 
rigid observance of that day’ ‘There- 
fore, fellow citizens, look to your civil 
liberties. No matter whether they 
be invaded by a single or combined 
hierarchy. WatcHuMan. 


[From the Maine Baptist Herald. ] 
Missionary and Bible Societies, Sun: 
day Schools, Sabbath Societies, 
Theological Schools, &c. 


Some of our editorial brethren have 


seen fit to class us with the enemies of 


all these institutions. As regards the 
spirit which appears to influence these 
socicties in their movements, we plead 
guilty to the charge. Whenever we 
discover a want of conformity to the 
precepts and exampies of Christ or his 
Apostles in these or any other institu- 


| tions, we wish to be understood as op- 


posed to them.—lIt is one thing to op- 
pose the spread of the pure gospel of 
Christ, and another to oppose the cun- 
ning craftiness of men, and the vain 
pageantry of modern Pharisees, who 
trumpet forth their own splendid acts. 
It is one thing to oppose the charitable 
distribution of the word of God among 
the destitute, and another to opposé 
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the deeds of those, who, under the 
cloak of charity, make merchandize 
and gain of that which they have free- 
ly received. Itis one thing to oppose 
Sunday Schools on their origina! plan, 
as institutions for the moral and litera- 
ry improvement of the poor, that is, 
those who have no other means, (we 
presume very few such can now be 
found in this country,) and another to 
oppose that Phar'saical spirit, which, 
in these institutions, under the preten- 
sion of training up children for Christ’s 
kingdom, is creating a politicum impe- 
rium ex rebus .sacris, which, unless 
checked, will in a few years bring our 
country into worse than popish bond- 
are. 

Nothing has served so effectually to 
convince us of what spirit these in- 
stitutions are of (some of them at 
least) as the coercive measures that 
are being adopted in regard to the 
first day of the week. We want no 
further proof that the spirit that gov- 
erns a man is from the evil one, than 
to see him strive to force his creed or 
religion upon his fellow. No such pre- 
cepts or examples are left us by Christ 
or his Apostles as are pursued by a 
certain class of zealots at the westward, 
who are forming Sabbath-keeping Stage 
lines, Sabbath-keeping Steam boats, 
Sabbath-keeping Livery-stables, &c., 
in opposition to old establishments 
which they appear determined to run 
down and to cause that the proprietors 
thereof shall not be able to live, unless 
they receive their mark; which move- 
ments, as might be expected, are pro- 
ducing strife, confusion, and every evil 
work. <A precedent more anti-chris- 
tian and dangerous to the civil and re- 
ligious liberties of our country cannot 
be found on the records of Popery or 
Mahometanism. Notwithstanding these 
alarming appearances, there perhaps 
never was a time when the great body 
of professing Christians were-so inces- 
santly crying peace and prosperity— 
all is well, as at the present. Some 
we know are tried upon the subject; 
but so great is the terror of the Beast, 
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so loud does he roar at them if they 
utter their thoughts, that, rather than 
endure his anathemas and be coupled 
with his opposers, whom he calls inf 
dels and blasphemers, they remain ‘sj- 
lent. 

Brethren, it is time to awake out of 
sleep! Let us not be terrified at the 
cry of slander that “you are joining 
with infidels,’ &c. This cry did not 
terrify the Apostles and first Christians, 
when they combined against the abro- 
gated rites of Judaism. It did not 
frighten those who, in the days of Lu- 
ther, united to overthrow the Papa! 
power. In both of these struggles the 
enemies of all religion were joined with 
the servants of Jesus, and the same 
slanders were thrown out by their op- 
posing brethren.—The only question 
with us, in respect to the various re- 
ligious movements of the day, ought 
to be—Are they in agreement with 
Christ’s directions—have we any ex- 
ample like them in the New ‘Testa- 
ment—-do those who engage in them 
as a body resemble primitive Chris- 
tians in their walk and in the spirit 
which they manifest? if they do, God 
grant that our eyes may be open to see 
it, lest we be found fighting against 
Him. But if, after prayerful and close 
attention to the subject, we discover 
in them nought but the zeal of Jehu 
and a vain glorious display of men’s 
inventions, originating in pride and 
covetousness, covered with the cloak 
of benevolence, let us take our stand 
against them; and although we be 
poor and despised in the eyes of those 
champions and suffer the severity ol 
primitive persecution, (nor do we be- 
lieve the day far distant, when life will 
have to be sacrificed even in this coun- 
try, for the truth’s sake) our God will 
fight for us. Let us use no carnal wea- 
pons in this warfare, for the battle 1s 
the Lord’s. Let us not tempt our fel- 
low men with a prospect of pecuniary 
emolument to make a show of piety, 
as some do at this day—Let us not 
flatter our neighbour with a hope o! 
heaven because he contributes to fi! 
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our coffers, nor assign him a portion 


with hypocrites and unbelievers, if he 
follow not us. This spirit we know 
to be predominant at this day, and we 
ask for the candour of our brethren 
while we attempt from time to time to 
make it manifest.—The day in which 
we live is called a day of wonderful 

rosperity to Zion. We believe it is 
a day of darkness,——gross darkness,— 
darkness that may be felt. Never was 
there a time when the Christian world 
were so turned to their idols of gold 
and silver, and the various inventions 
of their own hands, as at the present. 
To these idols they are cleaving be- 
cause they are comely in their eyes 
and they do them good. By these 
they are enabled to accomplish the 
many wonders that dazzle the eyes of 
the simple. 
they imagine have brought them up 
and are bringing others up out of 
Egypt. ‘Take one of them away and 
they will acknowledge to you that their 
religion must fall to the ground. Pro- 
fane the name of Jehovah and these 
idolators will bearit. But publish the 
errors of one of their deities and they 
will be at war with you. [Proof.— 
We lately noticed in the Herald what 
was thought to be a scene of mockery, 
that took place in Harpswell; on which 
aceount some of the friends of the ad- 
ministrator (struck with horror at our 
profanity) have seen fit to do us all 
the injury in their power. Some of 
these friends, nevertheless, are in the 
habit of profaning their Maker’s name 
in common conversation! ] 

People seem not to be aware that 
they are in these days in any danger 
of being deceived by the enemy.— 
Amidst the effulgence of gospel light 
with which they imagine this part of 
the world to be filled, they think it im- 
possible that they can again be brought 
under spiritual tyranny, and we fear 
they will not be aware of their danger 


until their bands are made too strong 
to be broken. 


Qurry.—Do not those professors 


. N 
These are the gods which| 





*f religion seriously injure their own! 








cause when they assert (without the 
least foundation in truth) that God has 
sanctified and set apart the first dey of 
the week to be a weekly Sabbath, and 
made the fourth command to the Jews 
to keep holy the serenth day binding on 
the first? Especially, do they not give 
the infidel an opportunity to triumph, 
when they assert that the existence of 
their religion in the world depends up- 
on the observance of a day which tra- 
dition alone has distinguished from 
other days. “One man (says the 
apostle) esteemeth one day above an- 
other; another esteemeth every day 
alike. Let every man be fully persua- 
ded in his own mind.”” But let him 
not make laws for God, nor enforce 
any law, which God has made, upon 
his neighbour, without His directions. 
The apostle Paul stood in doubt of his 
Galatian brethren because they obser- 
ved days and particular seasons. Sec 
Gal. iv. 10.—Why do not these Juda- 
ites understand that they are like the 
Pharisees of old, straining at a knat 
and swallowing a camel!—Are they 
not willing, if they can make the peo- 
ple good Sabbath-day-christians, that 
they should be servants of mammon 
the remaining part of the time? and 
for what reason? Let any one who 
has the least discernment answer.— 
Christians should remember, that all 
their time is the Lord’s, and each to his 
own master must stand or fall. There 
never was, nor ever will be, any other 
than a satanic influence resulting from 
bribes or coercive measures in regard 
to religious matters. You may with 
some prospect of success compel men 
to observe those principles which af- 
fect the body; but the concerns of the 
soul of a man are between himself and 
his God, and whoever enters these en- 
closures with a domineering spirit will 
only make fuel for the adversary. 





[From Priestcraft Exposed, printed at Lock:- 
port, N. Y.} 


THE SABBATH. 
The idea that one day in the week 
is more holy than another is losing 
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ground rapidly. If one day be not 
more holy than another, then all days 
are alike; and we believe that seven 


days in the week instead of one, should, 


be devoted in a christian and useful 
manner. 


mit——and that good actions are no bhet- 


ter for being done on Sunday than if 


performed on Monday must be equally 
evident. That it is lawful and right 
for labour to be performed—that it is 
a sacred injunction enjoined upon all, 
we presume no one will question, and 
the difference then between the advo- 
cates for a law forcing an abstinence 
from labour one day in the week, and 
the opposers of that law, is that the 
former insist that it promotes religion, 
while the latter as strongly assert that 
it promotes wmpicty and irreligion. 

The plea of a Divine command for 
the observance of one day in the week, 
to any people but the Jews, must be 
abandoned by every well informed 
mind. ‘The Sabbath was given to 
that people expresssly to commemo- 
rate their departure from Egyptian 
tyranny, as will sufficiently appear 
from Deut. v. 14, 15. 

Jesus Christ or his Apostles never 
enjoined any particular day to be ob- 
served, more than another ; and among 
all the crimes mentioned in the New 
‘Testament, that of Sabbath-breaking, 
is not enumerated. In what light then 
are we to view those publications— 
such as the Boston Recorder, Roches- 
ter Observer & Co., which are contin- 
ually crying out against all who do not 
consider one day better than another, 
and unblushingly represent the Sab- 
bath as a Christian institution, than 
which a more palpable falsehood can- 
not be uttered. We deny that its ob- 
servapce was ever authorised by pri- 
mitive christians, and ask for proof. 
It remained for the famous * West- 
minster Divines”’ to draw up and cir- 
culate over Christendom a most bare- 
faced untruth, contradicted flatly by 
Paley, and must be by every honest 








That bad actions are as, 
wicked if committed on Monday as on’ 
Sunday, any candid person must ad- 











man, who will impartially examine the 
subject.* But this is not the only falso. 
hood they manufactured to promote re. 
ligion, and in the course of this work 
we shall point them out. 

Now we say that the law, forcing 
an observance of one day in the week, 
so far from ** promoting”’ morality, pro. 


| motes impiety and irreligion. We wish 


to be definitely understood, that we 
think it important for every person ty 
devote such time as he may think pro- 
per to public worship—reflection, me- 
ditation and reading. Every well re- 
gulated mind, every true cliristian, 
knows the value of time spent in these 
employments, and he asks for no law 
to remind him of their usefulness. If 
a law be not necessary to force per- 
sons to meditate and reflect, if it be al- 
together inefficient in promoting mo- 
rality in this branch, as it most evi- 
dently is——-what is its operation? I{ 
it does not operate on persons dispo- 
sed to spend a portion of their time in 
devotion, on whom does it operate? 
Reader, go to the groceries, the ta- 
verns, and all other places of public 
resort, and then answer this question. 
The law, instead of driving men to de- 
votion, drives them from occupations 





* “Prom the beginning of the world te 
the resurrection of Christ, God appointed 
the seventh day of the week to be ihe 
weekly Sabbath; and the first day of the 
week ever since to continue to the end of 
the world, which is the Christian Sabbath.” 


Here, reader, are two positive falsehoods 
in this short sentenca, taken from the Pres- 
byterian (shorter) Catechism, page 20. 
Firstly, in contradicting the 14th and 15th 
verses of chap. v. of Deut. which says the 
Sabbath was instituted to commemorate 
the departure of the Jews from Egypt, 
and of course could not have commenced 
with the world; and secondly, in saying 
that God appointed the first day of the 
week to be observed, as there is no such 
appointment in the Bible. This ‘‘ Reve- 


rend assembly of Divines” are looked up 
to by thousands in our country as pous 
Christians—but can pious Christians be 
guilty of publishing absolute falsehoods‘ 
When men utter untruths, they forfeit 
their claim to christianity. 
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which are both virtuous and honoura- 
ble, and places them in the Way 0 
temptation from virtue’s path,-which 
always accompany idleness. ‘To be 
idle is to be vicious—an idle man can- 
not be a virtuous one. 

[fit be the determination of a ‘* pow- 
erful sect,”’ to force the abstinence from 
labour one day in the week, we pray 
them in the mean time, to prepare 
come kind of business for these idlers, 
which will prevent their contracting 
vicious habits. They can go to meet- 


purpose of worshipping the Almighty, 
unless the individuals who compose the 
worshipping assembly go voluntarily. 
How much more conducive then 
would it be to good morals and pure 
religion, were there no law calculated 
to force people to abstain from labour 
under any pretext. No one would be 
so unreasonable as to object to a per- 
son’s going to meeting on Sunday! But 
every honest man must regret that there 
should be any law obliging them to be 
idle, if not disposed to go to meeting. 


ing? yes, truly; and buy a pew too if|| It could not be criminal in any man to 


they have money—but suppose they 
have no disposition to go to meeting, 
will the law give them a disposition ? 
Men cannot be forced at this day to 
goto any meeting—they are the judges 
in their own case, and in this country 
we believe no man has a right to dic- 
tate to another where he shall spend 
his time, or the manner in which he 
shall worship the Almighty. 

Worship is an act of the heart to- 
wards God, and this feeling can be 
enjoyed in the wilderness as well as in 
the city—in the humble cottage, as 
well as in the lofty church. ‘The idea 
that worship and prayer can only be 
performed in an assembly with a priest 
to direct the ceremonies, is supersti- 
tious and anti-christian. ‘* The hour 
cometh and now is, when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth.”” John iv. 25. 
If this passage of scripture be true, 
and who will deny it’?—the attempt to 
deprive persons of the liberty of labor- 
ing, that they may go to meeting—to 
this church or that, in order to perform 
acceptable worship, is a wrong one. 
Jesus had in the preceding verse told 
the woman of Samaria, “ the hour co- 
meth when ve shall neither in this 
mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem wor- 
ship the Father.” ‘God is a spirit, 
and they that worship him, must wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth.” 

lhe plea of forcing people from la- 

rto go to any place to worship, 
falls to the ground; and no benefit can 
he deriyed to society by uniting for the 


labour on Sunday, if the law did not 
make it so; because what is honora- 
ble on one day, must be so on another. 
The only way then, is to leave religion 
to itself—if it cannot exist without a 
law to support it, it ought to fall.—All 
the attempts ever made to aid religion 
by law, have been worse than useless, 
and have always injured the cause they 
pretended to promote. The law of this 
State making a Sabbath day, we know 
has caused a great part of the vice and 
irreligion now in our country, for we 
believe no one denies, but there is more 
wickedness committed on Sunday, than 
on any other day of the week. flow 
much better then wou'ld if be, were 
those, who did not wish to vo to mect- 
ing, suffered to continue in their ordi- 
nary labours. 
MODERN PHARISERS. 

A great deal is said and written in 
the Eastern papers respecting minis- 
ters travelling from one parish or con- 
gregation to another on the Sabbath, 
in their exchange of ministerial lxbors. 
The practice seems almost gener i!ly 
condemned as a violation of the holy 
Sabbath; and grave bodies of * !}i- 
vines’”’ (or Pharisees) have taken the 
1 matter under their serious considera- 

tion, and passed resolutions on the 
subject. The General Association of 
Massachusetts, composed of seventeen 
Associations, with represcutatives from 
all the State Associations of New Eng- 
land, except New Hampshire, after sig- 
 nifving their approval! of the object, and 
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principles of the General Union Soci- 
ety for enforcing the Sabbath, passed 
the following resolutions: 


“ Resolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the members of the several asso- 
ciations connected with this body, to 
abstain from travelling on the Sabbath 
for the accomplishment of ministerial 
exchanges, except in cases of necessity 
or mercy. 

“ Resolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the friends of the Sabbath, in eve- 
ry town or parish in the commonwealth, 
to form as early as may be, a Society 
auxiliary to the General Union [for 
promoting the observance of the Sab- 
bath] and to give notice thereof to the 


Corresponding Secretary of the same.’’ 


The Windham Association, Connec- 
ticut, passed the following resolution 
some time ago, viz. ** That this Asso- 
clation view it inexpedient, without ur- 
gent necessity, to travel on the Sabbath 
from one parish to another for exchange 
of ministerial labours.” 





Sabbath Society in this City. 


It was stated in our last number that 
a committee of three had been appoint- 
ed by the Sabbath Society formed in 
this city, to ascertain whether any of 
the Steam boats running on the regu- 
lar lints between New York and Bal- 
timore, would desist running at all on 
the Sabbath. The members of this so- 
ciety pledged themselves to “ encour- 
ave and give a preference to those lines 
of conveyance, whose owners do not 
employ them on the Sabbath.”’ And 
a Sabbath writer in one of our daily 


papers, Says: 
a 3 . 


‘In appointing 4 committee to ‘ as- 
certam whether any of the Steam boats 
running on the regular lines between 
New York and Baltimore will desist 
running at atl on the Sabbath,’ no pro- 
secution is intended in case of refusal. 
This would tend to exasperate, not to 
reform; though that commonwealth 
certamly exposes itself to the charge 
of weakness. 








which hes not the power! 





to enforce its laws. The object is to 
know what line will not lend its boats 
for the profanation of the Sabbath. and 
to pour into its treasury the whole pa- 
tronage of those who reverence the 
Sabbath as a day intended for devotion. 
not for amusement—for the service of 
God, not for our own pleasure. [p 
this purpose the citizens of Philadel. 
phia will be largely aided by the citi. 
zens of New York, who will act jy 
concert. Whatever line should adopt 
thiscourse would be sure of an immense 
and increasing patronage.”’ 


It seems the temptation did not take, 
‘** We learn,” says the Editor of the 
National Gazette, “ that none of the 
proprietors of the steam-boats will lis- 
ten to such an appeal to their cupidity 
as is implied in one of the resolutions 
of the Meeting [Sabbath meeting] in 
question. It seems to them that if they 
shouid yield now, something else might, 
ere long, be demanded with the same 
alternative, which they could not grant, 
and the refusal of which would place 
them under the same disadvantage that 
is now to be inflicted on their refrac- 
tory brethren. It might ultimately be 
the turn of every profession to be threat- 
ened with the loss of custom, unless the 
members of it desisted from some ccr- 
tain habit or indulgence. Many citi- 
zens deem nocturnal worship in the 
churches a source of much evi]—o! 
real profanation of the Sabbath:-- 
would those who pursue that worship 
or approve it, brook menace from thc 
former of being deprived of patronage 
in their business, unless they shut up 
the churches in the evening ? 3 

“We have a special sensibility with 
regard to this scheme of coercion, be- 
cause it is so frequently employed by 
individuals in relation to newspapers, 
and has nearly destroyed independence 
of the press in our country. We speak 
thus in consequence of our direct know- 
ledge of prevailing dispositions and ha- 
bits, and of the effect which they have 
produced to the great iniury of the 
country.” 
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~\ writer in the same Gazette under, 
the signature of “ X”’ speaking of the 
measures of the Sabbath Society, makes 
the following remarks: 


«The project now on foot to cut off 
the owners of steam-boats from the 
lawful use of their property, and to 
deprive our citizens of the lawful dis- 
posal of their time—to compel then to 
adopt the same observance of the Sab- 
bath—the same standard of religion 
and morality—the same measure of 
conscience and duty which the authors 
of the scheme have prescribed for them- 
selves, and would now force upon others 
by compulsory means—involves princi- 
ples which appear to me to be repug-; 
nant to the spirit of all our religious 
and political institutions, and which 
are proper subjects for examination 
and discussion. 


“l agree that any individual has a 
right to prefer any mode or line of con- 
veyance for himself he may choose ; and 
fur any reason or no reason; but the 
combination of powerful and rich citi- 
zens to use their patronage and trea- 
sure to compel others to hold and prac- 
tice the same opinions upon the obser- 
vance of the Sabbath they maintain, 
and, perhaps, practice ; to enforce an 
obedience to their law, by distressing 
the refractory in their means of subsis- 
tence, is altogether a different proceed- 
ing in its principles and consequences ; 
and is discountenanced by the just and 
wise policy of every well regulated so- 
ciety. It is scarcely to go one step 
further in this path of reformation, to 
question every tradesman ; the Taylor, 
the Baker, the Shoemaker, to discover 
whether he indulges in Sunday excur- 
sions, or any thing else disapproved of 
by this * patronage’ and to act upon his 
necessities in the same manner. Nay, 
who shall put any limit to the operations 
of this power? Why may it not, under 
the same convictions of conscience and 
religious duty, require an actual attend- 
ance at some church; or even to the 
church this ‘ patronage’ considers to 








Ye the true one. This is the regular 


ee 


and natural progression of such com- 
binations, always (being human) desi- 
rous of a little more power, and whose 
zeal warms with exercise, 

“Tt is a truth which may be told, for 
it is beginning to be felt, that there is 
a spirit of fanaticism abroad in this 
country, which, if not promptly and 
firmly resisted, will obtain a complete 
control over us, and all our concerns, 
public and private—and it is a secta- 
rian spirit, as ambitious as it is intoler- 
ant, grasping at power of every descrip- 
tion, temporal as well as spiritual. This 
was shown by Mr. Powell, in a speech 
in the Senate of Pennsylvania, the last 
winter, and can be further manifested 
by other evidence of the same charac- 
ter. We may, hereafter, sce Beckets 
and Wolseys rise up, who, under the 
cloak of sanctity, will bring every pow- 
er and right under subjection to their 
own. One of these ultras in religion 
was so zealous and charitable in his 
works of piety, as to employ his * mo- 
ral persuasion’ with several families to 
induce them to dismiss their physician, 
because he did not attend the commu- 
nion table. ‘To tell a man, dependant 
on the public for his bread, if you do not 
think and act according to my example; 
if you do not adopt my creed and con- 
science; if you do not yield to my ar- 
guments, and agrec that they are drawn 
‘from the oracles of God;’ 1 will take 
away the bread of yourself and your 
children; my patronage and treasures 
shall be withdrawn from you, and be 
poured upon those who will assent to 
my doctrines, and submit to iny autho- 
rity: this, I say, to my understanding, 
is a coercion of the worst and most il- 
liberal kind; it will produce divisions 
and combinations in the community, 
combating and counteracting cach 
other; extending, by degrees, to vari- 
ous subjects of difference; breaking 
up the harmony of social intercourse, 
and destroying toleration in every 
thing.” 





For the Reformer. 
The Presbyterian clergy, it seems, 
are deternined to obtain their favorite 
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rs object, that is get money, and with it |j}deed worthy of their fathers, and have 
i control public opinion. No opposition |jshowed to the world that the sen). 


to their projects will in the least abate || ments instilled in the cradle are vigo. 
their eagerness. If they fail in one jjrous in the meridian of life. 


thing they will readily devise another, }} Defeated in this bold attempt, wit), 
* and pursue it with vigor. A few years |/a host of half a million at their heels, 
” past they importuned the dying to give || they seem no ways disposed to relip. 
a them their property, and were so suc- || quish their object or relax in their ex. 


| cessful, that the states of Massachusetts |jertions. ‘They have now attacked the 
ts and Pennsylvania proposed to pass acts |}state of New Jersey. Hitherto they 
' to protect the established descent of||have stated that there were a great 
property, by making void these dying {number of vacant churches, and ad- 
bequests. The clergy received this |j dressed themselves to the benevolence 
public expression of disapprobation |jjof the people, soliciting money to ed. 
without the least emotion of shame. |jucate pious young men for the gospel 
‘They appear to be hardened against |} ministry, or in plain language, educate 
every act of impropriety, not to say || tools to execute their designs. They 
crime, and are determined to press}| have now got such a number of them 
forward to accomplish the object sojjon hand they are under the necessity 
near their hearts—to destroy liberty || of devising ways and means to support 
) of conscience in our land, and to crush |] them. 
‘ the man who would dare to think for|| [lor this purpose they met at Tren- 
himself, or withhold from giving to}}ton some months past, and agreed to 
¥ support their schemes. solicit forty thousand dollars to build 
: They found means, some time ago,||school houses, and employ this army 
to introduce their pious romances into}/as teachers. ‘They are to build their 
: the public schools in the state of New || houses where they please, and beg all 
¥ York, in order to reap a rich harvest}|they can. They are to learn their pu- 
F from the rising generation.* They || pils their catechism, hear them read in 
must have inwardly felt a great morti-||the ‘Testament, and in their pious ro- 
fication when they found there was a|jmances, and as far as possible make 
f redeeming spirit in the state of New ||them subservient to their views. But 
ft York. iniquity knows no bounds. They are 
je Disappointed in New York, they {j determined, as I have been informed 
; 


turned their attention to Pennsylvania. || by one who has been let into the se- 

; ‘They solicited an incorporated privi- || cret, that they shall petition to the le- 
f lege to hold an immense property for | gislature at their next session, to grant 
the declared purpose of controlling || them a part of the school fund, which 

f public opinion, of creating a christian |} is the property of the state, to be ex- 
| party in politics. and of driving all} pended on these tools in teaching a 
other books out of the market. What||sectarian creed. It may be that New 
i a bold advance to destroy the liberties |! Jersey will not be actuated by the wis- 
of our country? Could Franklin, or||dom of her sister states. But should 


FS Mifllin, or one of the host of the wor- || they grant such a request, it will pro- 
yt thies of the revolution, have imagined || duce a great excitement in the state. 

N that in less than two generations, such llow much farther they will proceed 
1 proposition would have been present- |} before the spirit of public inquiry will 


od to the legislature of Pennsylvania? || be awakened, or the awful crisis of in- 
The legislature in this, performed a || quisitorial domination be established in 
our land, time must unfold. CyriL. 
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* Tunderstand thatin England the Tract 
society gives a reward for every produc-f} The following articles will serve to show 
‘ion the committee shall approve. the spirit which actuates the priesthood 
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and their partizans, in the state of ‘New 
york, on the subject of running stages and 
.team-boats on what is called the Sabbath. 


( Presbyterian paper printed at Ro- 
oti5 Leone NY. 29 

To all Editors of papers in the Uni- 
ted States.—Gentlemen, I have a few 
words to say On one point. You are 
free and voluntary agents, and have a 
right to your choice; being responsi- 
ble. for the exercise of this right, not 
to man, but to God, who made you 
free: NOW you are, each of you and 
all of you, called on THIS DAY, this 
period, distinguished for efforts to do 
good, to “ choose whom ye will serve,” 
whether ye will serve the God of Hea- 
ven, of truth, and of the Sabbath, or 
“the proprietors of the Old Line,” 
and all their companions in transgres- 
sions on the Sabbath, in Stage, Canal, 
or Steam-Boat movements. You can 
easily make a choice and decide this 
question; because you are not at a 
loss to know whom you love best, your 
Creator, or Sabbath-breakers. You 
can also tell which side has the MA- 
JORITY of servants—you can tell 
on which side the truth is—and Fur- 
THERMORE, you can tell, if you believe 
the Bible, which side will ULT'TI- 
MATELY gain a decisive and glori- 
ous VICTORY, which will be for the 
glory of God, and to the immortal ho- 
nor ofthe VICTORS. In this srrvue- 
GLE, you will be known by the compa- 
xy you keep, and by the articles you 
publish or republish. If you are the 
fnends of the Redeemer, and not 
ashamed to own him, you will conse- 
crate your presses to the Lord, to 
truth, and righteousness; but if you 
are not, “choose ye this day whom 
ye will serve.”—And, if you please, 
let the choice be registered in your 
columns. Think not, that this and 
other kindred questions which have 
been thrown out before the publick, 
will be sprepiiy withdrawn—that you 
heed say nothing, but remain neutral— 

tell you nay—the question will not 
be withdrawn, till the objects which 
CHRISTIANS AIM AT, is accom- 











plished; for I do firmly trust in the 


Almighty, that he has called a few, 
and will yet call a rast many more, to 
put their hand to the plough who will 
not look back—and if so, then this 
must become an ALL ABSORBING 


! MATTER. 


[From the same.]} 

“« Honour to whom honour.’’—I wish, 
Mr. Editor, to caution the Christian 
community, the friends of Christ and 
of the Sabbath, not to lavish their terms 
of respect on those to whom those terms 
are not due. If this caution is not ob- 
served, we give influence to those who 
make a wrong use of it. It is too often 
and incautiously said of the proprie- 
tors of the Old Line—* very respecta- 
ble gentlemen.”’ For what are they 
respectable? ‘* They have property.”’ 
SO HAVE SWINDLERS. “ They 
have good manners.’’ So _ have 
ROGUES and DANCING MAS- 
TERS. “They are punctual, hon- 
est, and enterprising.’’ So are the 
most of men at this day who bow 
down themselves and worship the god 
ofthis world. But have they PIETY ? 
Are we required to LOVE and RE- 
SPECT them, as Christians do one 
another—NO: because they disobey 
the commands of Christ, who says, 
‘he that loveth me, keepeth my com- 
mandments.’? Shall, then, we respect 
whom God does not respect ?—Shall 
we honour Sabbath-breakers—the dis- 
obedient in Aeart and practice—the en- 
emies of God—whvo, after receiving a 
FAIR WARNING, still persist in be- 
ing MONEY-MAKING MEN, on the holy 


‘Sabbath? If, therefore, your readers 


would obtain the farour of God, or 
that of GOOD MEN, they must be 
SEPARATE from Sabbath breakers, for 
‘the Sabbath is an institution essen- 
tial to the best interests of society.”’ 
‘<Come out from among thein and be 
ye separate.” 

Remarks by the Editors of “* Plain Truth,” 

printed also at Rochester, N. Y. 


The above articles exhibit pretty 


‘clearly the spirit of the times. Car. 
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piety is regulated by themselves, and 


' [From the Auburn, N. Y. Gospel Advocale.} 
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any unprejudiced man read them with- | 
out coming to the conclusion that we 
have, that an iumportant crisis is at 
hand—a crisis which will determine 
whether the American people shall 
become subject to an ecclesiastical 
rovernment, or a little longer retain 
those inestimable rights which were 
bought by our forefathers at so dear a 
sacrifice of blood and treasure? We 
confess we feel sensitive on the sub- 
ject. Our country is the only civili- 


° z 
zed one on earth, where man is com- 


pletely a free agent in matters of faith, 
—where he can worship God in such 
form, and with such ceremonies as his 
conscience may dictate. We have en- 
joyed the blessing, the rich boon, and 
are loth to part with it. At no for- 
mer period has the power of the cler- 
gy been more sensibly or oppressively 
felt than the present. And that power 
is increasing! ‘Their great object is the 
establishment of a national religion. 
Does any one doubt this? Let him read 
the weekly contents of the Rochester 
Observer and the other orthodox prints 
-—let him read the extracts in Mr. Pow- 
ell’s Speech, from the Rev. Ezra Stiles 
Ely’s 4th of July Sermon. Thetr plans 
have been long maturing, and now, as 
if contident that they have attained 
sufficient strength to carry the dav, 
* NOW,” they say, “is the time to 
commence the battle’’—‘* NOW is 
the time to sound the dugle of the 
Lord.”? With an imperative tone they 
call upon their followers to “ draw the 
line’? and separate themselves from all 
such as do not buckle on orthodox ar- 
mour. With infuriate zeal they pursue 
their purpose, reckless of ail interme- 
diate consequences.—The ties of kin- 
dred are to be severed—the peace of 
families broken up. ‘The standard of 


all who do not possess their sort of 
piety, are to be cast off, and counted 
among the enemy. 


et 


The excitement produced by the ef- 





forts of the Presbyterians to compel an 


observance of the Jewish Sabbath, ex. 
ceeds any thing heretofore known to 
the people of this state. There po. 
mams no doubt on the minds of 4) 
reflecting part of community, that qs, 
** new line of stages” is one of the mea. 
sures of the orthodox, which has Joy 
been in preparation, designed as ap 
other step in the ladder of their pro. 
ferment. While the publick look uup- 
on it in this light, many are astonished 
at the impudence of those who hay, 
thus engaged in a measure designed to 
limit our freedom and destroy the right: 
of the people. , 
But we have been too long conver. 
sant with the unhallowed plans and ser. 
pentine movements of the orthodox, to 
be seriously alarmed by their open ef. 
forts to obtain power, or to be disap. 
pointed at any thing they have done, 
except it be, at a premature develop- 
ment of their unsanctified plans. No 
man with bis eyes open can doubt any 
longer, that the Presbyterians are zeal- 
ously engaged in efforts designed to de- 
stroy the rights of the people—it were 
almost treason against truth to deny it. 





SABBATH LAWS IN NEW 
YORK. 

It seems the priesthood or their par- 
tizans in the city of New York have 
succeeded in putting their tools into 
office in that city, and that they hav 
boldly entered upon their work. ‘They 
have lately passed laws for enforcing 
the observance of the Sabbath, one o! 
which says, that it shall be lawful for 
any one of the constables, or any other 
person duly appointed, to enter and ex- 
amine the premises of the citizens, and 
if any such officer or person shall be 
refused admittance in any of the said 
premises, or prevented from entering 
| therein, the person occupying the sat 
| premises shall forfeit and pay a penalty 
for every such offence. In virtue 0 
| this law, any person * duly appointed 
\fur the purpose, may, upon any Pp" 
‘tence, enter the premises of the cit 
zens and search them, from the gat 
‘ret to the cellar, to ascertain if ther 
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should be any person violating the said 
Sabbath laws. 

How long before the priesthood will 
be able to procure the passage of simi- 
lar Jaws in this celebrated city of Penn, 
time must unfold. The Presbyterian 
priests 1n this city, with their dupes 
and satellites, have lately opened their 
campaign by the formation of two so- 
cieties for enforcing the Sabbath, and 
appointing committees to wait on the 
proprietors of the steam-boats to know 
whether they will desist from running 
their boats “at all on the Sabbath.”’ 
As the yoke of the priesthood is ulti- 
mately to be put on our necks, it is not 
much consequence how soon it is put 
there. Ifit be put on before our necks 
are completely broke, there may be 
strength remaining to throw it off af- 
ter itis put on. But if our necks are 
first broke, and it is then put on, there 
is no alternative but to wear it till 
death relieves us from its burthen. 

The priesthood have long been pick- 
ing the pockets of the people, and now 
they demand the surrender of their 
rights to them, and they are taking 
possession of them with a rapidity 
which has no parallel in the history of 
any country. All that is wanting to 
put a complete stop to the whole busi- 


ness is to stop giving any more money 


(o the priesthood, not one of whom is 
any more wanted or of any more use 
than a Popish confessor. We have 
much better instruction and better ex- 
amples in the New Testament than 
lured priests will ever give us; and all 
that is wanting to render us acceptable 





to God, make us happy here and pre- 
pare us for happiness hereafter, is sin-! 
cerely to endeavour to do the will of, 
our Father in Heaven as made known) 
'o us by Christ and his Apostles. 





But mankind either cannot or will not 
see this, and hence most people be- 
come the dupes and vassals of a cor- 
rupt and mercenary priesthood, who, 
rot content with plundering them of 
their money but they must deprive 
‘hem of their rights also. 

The clergy of this day have a creat 








deal to say about breaking the com- 
mands of God. Does not every hired 
priest know that he breaks Christ’s 
express command when he preaches 
for a salary’? and does not every one 
who helps to make up such salary 
countenance the breach of it in such 
a manner as to incur criminality? 
Again, while no one else must follow 
any occupation on what is called the 
Sabbath, do not priests earn nearly 
the whole of their living on that day? 
If Christ were again to appear person- 
ally on the earth, and deliver the coun- 
sel of God to men, there is no doubt 
but he would administer as severe and 
pointed reproofs against the Scribes, 
Pharisees, and hypocrites of this day, as 
he did against the Scribes, Pharisees, 
and hypocrites of former times; for in 
no respect are they better—and most 
people see it only they dare not express 
their minds plainly in the case, and it 
is doubtful whether they ever will dare 
do it till they drop into eternity, to as- 
certain whether they have done right 
in keeping back an honest expression 
of their sentiments on a subject of so 
much consequence to the souls of men 
and the cause of Christ. | 

CLERGY OF FRANCE IN 1828. 

The following is an account of the 
French Clergy, derived trom authentic 
sources :— 

Five Cardinals, 20 Peers of France, 
1 Minister Secretary of State, 4 Mem- 
bers of his Majesty’s Privy Council, 
14 Archbishops, 66 Bishops, 5 Cor- 
dons bleus of the Order of the Holy 
Ghost, 468 Vicars-General, 684 Titu- 
lar Canons, 1788 Honorary Canons, 
3085 Rectors, 22,475 Curates, 5765 
Vicars, 439 Chaplains, 839 Almoners, 
1976 Parish Priests (or such as are 
authorized to preach and receive con- 
fession,) 1044 Priests, who are Direc- 
tors or Professors in Seminaries. 

The number of Priests judged ne- 
cessary by the Bishops is 52,457, 
which according to the actnal popu- 
lation of Trance, and all Dissenters 
being deducted, wm 1 Pric:t for 5) 
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souls. ‘The total number of Priests 
actually doing duty is 36,649, or 
15,808 below the number judged ne- 
cessary by the Bishops. 

Of the Priests actually doing duty, 
13,493 are upwards of 6O years of age; 
and there are 2328 who are prevented 
doing duty by age and infirmities. 

The number of Priests who died in 
the exercise of ecclesiastical functions 
in 1827, was 1149. 

The number of ordinations in 1827 
was 5259,—namely, Priests, 1852; 
Deacons, 1584; Sub-deacons, 1823. 

The number of Pupils is 44,244; of 
whom 9285 study divinity; 3725, Phi- 
losophy; 21,118 are in the Seminaries; 
7761 in the Colleges; and 2355 at 

tectors’ Ilouses. 

The totabnumber of Nuns is 19,340. 
‘The Nunneries are in number 3024, of 
which 1983 have been definitely au- 
thorised, end 1011 are waitmg for 
attthorization.— National Gazette. 





[From a New York paper.) 
ORTHODOX CONSISTENCY. 
The Steam Boat Washington, which 

left Providence, RK. [. on Seventh day 
last, at 12 o'clock, arrived here Virst 
day evening, had a fine lot of orthodox 
priests on board, who were loaded with 
the New Union Constitution, | lor pro- 
moting the observance of the Sabbath] 
and Regulations to prevent travelling 
in Steam Boats, &c. on the Sabbath! 
‘Their dress convinced me that they 
wesembled more those who made 
** broad their phylacteries,”’ than they 
did the apostles of Christ. Fine silk 
stockings, ruffled shirts, elegant breast 
pins, &c. brought to my mind how 
little in appearance they were with 
him who had. * not where to lay ‘his 
head.”’ A PassEncer. 





4.anumerous meeting of the citizens 
of Utica, N. Y. (of which Gen. J. Kirkland 
was appointed chairman, and K. Hurlbut 
secretary) convened for the purpose of cx- 
pressing their sentiments upon the mea- 
sures now in progress for enforcing the 
obwervanc’ of the Sabbath, the following 


r resolutions, among others, were 
| consideration, adopted .— 


| 


Resolved, as the sense of this me 
That all attempts to force by temp, 
j pains, penalties, or disqualifications. ) 
observance of those moral obligations ¢,, 
| the performance of which man is accoy ns. 
table only to his Maker, are uny arranted 
by revelation, abhorrent to enlightened rea. 
son, and inconsistent with the principle: 
and spirit of the free institutions of 5. 
country. 

Resolved, That all associations or com. 
binations having for their professed objec: 
the enforcement of the moral duties, by 
attacks upon the business, the interest: 
and the property of such of our fellow cit. 
izens who may decline to observe such 
duties in conformity to the prescriptions of 
such associations, are wholly unwarranta 
ble in themselves, and cestructive in their 
consequence to the peace, harmony and 
well being of civil society. ; 
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For the Reformer. 


“For I am ready not to be bound only, 
but also to die at Jerusalem, for the name 
of the Lord Jesus.” cts xxi. 13. 


I love the man who scorns to fear 
The persecutor’s rage ; 

I love him more, who well can bear 
The flatteries of the are. 


I love the man no smiles can win, 
No wealth or fame can buy ; 

Who'll dare to appear the foe of sin, 
When hypocrites will fly. 


I Jove the man inured to pain, 
Effeminacy’s foe ; 

Who counts as dross all earthly gain, 
And smiles at earthly woe. 


I prize the independent mind 
Which scorns the truth to shun— 
*Midst clouds and storms that sits resign’d, 
And says, ** Thy will be done.” 





I pity him, poor worthless wretch, 
Whatever Bedidumimey> ei 

Who'll dare the “‘ word of God” to preach 
Yet thirst for worldly fame. J. W. 
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